CREST
Counselors Reinforcing Excellence for Students in Texas
 



“A continuous improvement document sponsored by the

                                                          Texas School Counselor Association”

                                     Americas High School
Address:
12101 Pellicano Avenue




Phone:

(915) 937-2800

Website:
www.sisd.net





Fax:

(915) 855-6898

District:

Socorro Independent School District


Grade Levels:
9-12

Enrollment:
2,900






School Year:
Year Round

Ethnicity:           98.30% Hispanic                                                                Principal:           
Mary Ross


Principal’s Comments


   It is with great pleasure that I submit the 2006 CREST for Americas High School.  The counselors at AHS have embarked on a journey of accountability and evaluation.  They use data to plan, implement and evaluate the Texas Comprehensive Developmental Guidance and Counseling Model which is based on the National Standards for American School Counselors Association (ASCA).  They are a team of seven who work closely to provide our 2,900 students the guidance they need to make sound choices for the future.  They are actively involved in providing our community of learners a stimulating educational environment which offers strong academic, social, emotional and physical growth.  They empower students by meeting with them on a regular basis regarding student reclassification, testing, scholarships, FASFA, and personal needs.  This in turn creates a campus of confident learners who are well informed and know where to go for guidance!

Student Support Personnel Team
   The AHS Guidance and Counseling Department 
consists of seven counselors with a combined 91 years 

of experience in education.  All counselors have a Masters Degree in Guidance and Counseling.  All counselors are members of the Trans-Pecos Counseling Association (TPCA) a division of the Texas Counseling Association (TCA).
    The counseling department works closely with a support team that consists of:  one assistant principal, one Community In Schools (CIS) social worker, one registrar, one transcript clerk, one scheduling clerk, one counseling clerk, one parent liaison.  A district psychologist is available for consultation as needed.  These individuals work with the counselors to 

provide strong support for our students.

     The AHS counseling program is a comprehensive 

developmental guidance and counseling program 

(CDGC).  Each counselor has a specialization. The counseling specializations are:  Academic Educational, Academic Advanced Education, Career/Occupational,
Personal/Social, Academic Records.  Counselor 

responsibilities are based on his/her specialization 

and a student alphabetical breakdown.  Classroom 

presentations, small group counseling, individual 

counseling, and parent presentations are included 

in every specialization.

School Climate and Safety
   Americas High School counseling staff places great emphasis on climate and safety.  Mediation is one tool that AHS counselors proactively use to keep confrontation to a minimum.  Under counselor supervision, students focus on resolving issues between themselves before their actions lead to referrals or alternative placement (K.E.Y.S. Academy).  Mediation has been extremely successful through measurable results and an improvement in school environment.
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   Absenteeism during TAKS testing became a priority for the counseling staff when 10th graders were not taking the 10th grade TAKS seriously.  The Americas counseling staff made this problem one of their priorities.  They worked with attendance and administrators to contact these students.  Students were notified through registration, class presentations, phone calls and even district attendance officers being sent to pick up students.  As a result, test attendance was increased.   
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Student Results
     The Americas High School counseling department works throughout the year to increase the number of high school students taking the college entrance exams during their junior and/or senior year.  Counselors meet with students at the beginning of their freshman year to promote and encourage students to begin thinking about college. Information is given on the PSAT,SAT, and ACT tests. Americas also became a testing site for ACT. 
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   Another important goal for Americas High School counselors is to facilitate students finding scholarship money to pay for their college education.  Counselors meet with seniors on a one to one basis at the beginning of the year to encourage the students to begin applying for scholarships as well as grants. Americas High School students have increased the amount of scholarship money brought in yearly.  It is a goal for the counseling staff to use all resources available to make college more accessible to all students.
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     In addition to helping students find the means to pay for college expenses, counselors inform students about the importance of enrolling in Advanced Placement courses while in high school to better prepare the students and give them a jumpstart for college.  The goal of the AHS counseling team is to increase the AP enrollment each year as well as increase the number of AP test taken each year.  Gains were made in all areas.   
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Major Achievements
   The AHS Guidance and Counseling 
Department has achieved many accomplishments.  
· Americas High School became an ACT testing site for AHS students and students of El Paso County.
· ACT commended Americas High School for 

flawlessly administering the ACT for the 2005-2006 academic school year.
· 400% increase in AHS students taking the ACT from 2005 to 2006.

· AHS achieved 6 million dollars in scholarships during the 05-06 school year. 
· More than a 1,400% increase in graduating seniors (2004-2005) under the Distinguished Plan, the most difficult graduation plan. 
· Realigned guidance department to better serve 

the 2,900 students of Americas High School.  The specializations include guidance counselors in the following areas: Academic Educational, Academic Advanced, Academic Records, Career Occupational, Personal/Social.  

· Implementation of Career Cruising to focus on students’ career and educational aspirations.

· Increasing the number of parent-related information meetings focusing on social issues such as gang awareness, STD’s, and academic issues.

· Opening the Blazer Center (on-site tutoring) for students to improve scholastic achievement.  

Measurements
   In order to continue to evaluate student progress, the Americas High School Guidance Program makes use of a variety of measurements and tools.  

Academic Domain

TAKS (Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills) – Counselors provide students with a variety of resources in order to assist them in passing the Exit Level Test.

9 Weeks Exams – Students who are at risk of failing receive support through tutoring and parent/teacher/counselor collaboration.

Course Placement – Students and counselors meet on an individual basis to assess proper course selection.

Accuplacer Test – Students take the Accuplacer for Dual Credit and to determine college level course placement.

Special Education – Together with the Admission Review and Dismissal (ARD) Committee, counselors determine appropriate course placement. 

Career  

Career Cruising – This program is utilized to assist students in exploring different careers suited to their interests.

Matrix – This educational tool is used to determine  students’ personality strengths and weaknesses to reveal appropriate career options.

Personal/Social

The Americas High School Guidance and Counseling Department is committed to providing an open door policy to both students and faculty in assisting with academic, personal, and social concerns. 

Community Partnership/Resources
   The Student Services Team acknowledges the value of community partnerships in order to better reach and meet the needs of all students. Collaboration between the school and community resources helps the counseling department refer students and their families for services. The services that students receive are imperative to their social well being as well as to their academic success and will produce well rounded individuals in our community.
Academic –Presentations

-University of Texas at El Paso(UTEP); Think College Now, GO Center, Scholarships/ Financial Aid, Application process

-College Representatives/ College Fair

Career

-El Paso Community College (EPCC) Dual Credit enrollment,

-Class Presentations

Personal-Social
-Communities in Schools (CIS); Classroom Presentations

-Project Redirection-assists teen parents; Teen Parent Monthly meetings/presentations;

-STAR (Services to At-Risk); Referrals to various outside agencies

-TIPS (Teens in Prevention) DEA training for school based organization

-YIP (Youth Initiative Program)

 -Ft. Bliss Military Child Education Coalition 

Parent Volunteer Involvement
   The Student Support Services Team invites and encourages the involvement of parents, guardians and community members in the education of all students. Volunteer involvement is very visible on campus throughout the year. The parents at Americas High School have volunteered over 1,950 hours this past school year. The Parent Volunteer Coordinator spearheads this tremendous endeavor year round.

-Parent Volunteer Coordinator/ Parent Liaison: Janice Masters may be contacted at: 

(915) 937-2897 or via e-mail at mmaste@sisd.net.

-SIT –School Improvement Team- composed of administration, faculty, counselors, and parents all actively engaged in the decision making process.

-Monthly parent meetings on current societal concerns.

-Parent Night, various Booster meetings/events and PTA functions.
Focus for Improvement
   The Americas High School Guidance and Counseling Department is committed to improving services to our students, parents, and community through implementation of the Comprehensive Developmental Guidance and Counseling Program.  Counselors are impacting the 2,900 students of Americas High School through parent information sessions, small groups, one-on-one interviewing and distribution of crucial information through classroom presentations.  In addition, counselors have an open-door policy, and are always available to assist students and parents.  Our 2006-2007 goals include ensuring that students and parents have extensive information on graduation requirements and post-secondary opportunities.
Keeping You Informed
   The AHS counseling program communicates with 

students, parents, and teachers in a variety of ways. All 
information is given in English and Spanish. 
   Personal contact - College Information Night, School Improvement team (SIT), Scholarship Night, Financial Aid Night, College Forums, Freshmen Orientation, Credit Recovery Parent Night, parenting classes, classroom presentations, Parent/Teacher Conference Night    

   Electronic Contract - Call-out phone system, E-mail, Fax, SISD website, AHS website, AHS counselor website, 
   Print - Parent newsletter, Student newspaper, Student guidebooks, Scholarship handbooks, Bulletin board displays, Handouts, Pamphlets







