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PASO DEL NORTE SCHOOL

12300 Tierra Este El Paso, Texas 79938

(915) 937-6200    Fax# (915) 851-7800
Socorro I.S.D.         www.sisd.net

PreK-8th grade    Enrollment: 1334
2006-2007

Principal:  Dr. Jesus Chavez

PRINCIPAL’S COMMENTS
Paso Del Norte School is now in its fourth year.  During this time the counseling department has grown from one counselor to three counselors to keep pace the increase in student population.  Our counseling department is vital to the success and implementation of new programs and transitioning of students.  Each counselor is committed to the Comprehensive Developmental Guidance and Counseling Program (CDCG), which is based both on the state of Texas standards and on the National Standards for American School Counselor’s Association (ASCA).  Our Counseling Team consistently meets with students, faculty, parents and administration to ensure that needs are met on an academic, social and personal basis.  Each counselor has strengths that blend with the others to provide a dynamic “out of the box” way of implementing the counseling program.  In this application I am sure you will find a creative, progressive and passionate program that is well deserving of this award.  It is with great pleasure that I submit this application.
STUDENT SUPPORT TEAM
The Paso Del Norte counseling department consists of three full-time counselors with a Masters Degree and a combined total years of experience of 32 years.  All are members of the Texas Counseling Association.  One team member is past president of the Trans Pecos Counseling Association.  All three counselors are active participants in support team meetings which include: School Improvement Team, Student Assistance Team, and Counselor Advisory.  These meetings are to ensure the academic, social and personal success of all students. The counseling team provides a program that meets the dynamic needs of students in various grade levels by coordinating classroom lessons, guest speakers, parent classes and individual counseling. To ensure success the support team, who have combined total of 167 years experience, each holding an undergraduate degree, 11 holding a Masters degree and two holding doctorates,  consists of the following and are available at all times:
1 – Principal
3 – Assistant Principals
 1 – School Psychologist
3 – Counselors
1 – At-risk Aide

 1 – School Nurse
1 – Diagnostician     

1 – Military Family Liaison

4 -  Special Education Teachers
2 – Dyslexia Teachers
1 – Teacher on Special Assignment
 2 – Special Education Counselor

SCHOOL CLIMATE AND SAFETY
Through our Tier II goals of decreasing the number of office referrals by 10%, counselors implement various programs that promote safety and a positive school climate. The entire team promotes awareness and a proactive approach towards safety and a positive school learning environment through CDCG.  These programs include:

* Character Counts
           * ID & Fingerprinting
* Seven Habits of Highly Effective Teens
    
 * No Bullying Program
           * PALS(Peer Assistance)
* GREAT Program(Gang)
           * Brick by Brick (Respect)
* WHO Program(Anti-victim)      * Kelso (Conflict Management)
* Redd E. Fox (Dial 911)
           * Walk This Way (Tolerance)
* Kids Connection(Social Skills) * GEAR UP(College Readiness)
The counseling team makes a vigilant effort of providing individual counseling to students who are referred to the office for behavioral infractions.  The data gathered over the last three months indicate a decline in discipline referrals involving bullying and gang activity.
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Paso Del Norte has a zero tolerance policy on gang activities, harassment and assaults.  Our students are prepared in reporting harassment issues through intervention programming (G.R.E.A.T. – early detection; No Bullying Program -  prevention). Due to identification through counseling and office referrals, offending students are placed in the alternative education program.  The graph below indicates the increase in numbers of alternative campus placements.
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STUDENT RESULTS
Paso Del Norte students are given the Texas Achievement of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS).  In order to achieve higher education learning the students must meet state standards.  During the year, students are offered after school tutoring, in-school tutoring, intersession classes, Saturday school and TAKS camps to help promote passing scores. The counseling team, through the ASCA standards, provides classroom presentations on strategies for stress reduction and test taking skills.  The graph below shows the TAKS percentages for the last three years.
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The counseling team makes a constant effort of making sure students are prepared for their next grade by holding Core Team meetings, Parent-Teacher conferences and student academic counseling. The graph below shows the retentions made yearly in relation to the increase of the school’s population.
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The counseling team encourages high attendance in order to maintain academic success.  Students are rewarded for perfect attendance through verbal praise, certificates, classroom parties and awards assemblies.  The increase of attendance rates ensure TAKS score improvements.  The graph below shows the increase of attendance rates made yearly.
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MAJOR ACHIEVEMENTS
The following achievements have been attained by providing a holistic, proactive approach to ensure the personal, academic and social success of each student.

1 – School-wide Community Drives –establishing community altruism among 100% of the student population through collecting money, food, toothbrushes, toothpaste, socks and soap 
2 – Partners in Education – involving 21 community resources to engage in students’ lives in coordination with the assistant principal
3 – Operation School Bell – referrals for 20 students for much needed clothing
4 – Parenting Classes –providing a variety of parenting classes in English and Spanish
5 – Military Child Education Coalition – support for military parents
6 – Military Group Counseling – support for 72 military students
7 – Mother/Daughter Program – encouraging seven low socio-economic, Hispanic 6th grade girls towards higher education
8 – Career Day – providing 100% of the student population an opportunity to learn about different career options
9 – Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test (PSAT) – preparing 29 students to sit for the SAT as 7th graders as well as developing test-taking skills
10 – DUKE University TIP – assisting nine students to register for Talent Identification Program
11 – Red Ribbon Week – Promoting a drug-free campaign through activities and guest speakers provided to 100% of the student population
MEASUREMENT
By monitoring academic data and conferencing with students, parents and teachers, the counseling program ensures academic school-wide success.
ACADEMIC

Paso Del Norte uses Benchmark Testing, 9 week assessments and Texas Primary Reading Inventory (TPRI)/Tejas Lee as guides for monitoring student progress.  Students who score low are then provided academic counseling, referrals to other programs and classroom interventions are given to teachers through Student Assistance Team. 
Special Program assessments are available by means of Special Education testing, Dyslexia testing and Gifted and Talented in order to meet the individual needs of the student.

The Voyager Passport and Scholastic Reading Inventory (SRI) tests are used to measure reading levels.  These programs are designed for students for whom the core reading program is not sufficient and provide immediate, actionable data and growth over time to help the team ensure that no child is left behind.

The assessments through PSAT and Pre-Advance Placement allows the counseling team to place students in appropriate classes of rigor and prepare them for higher education. 

The state mandated TAKS test and State Developed Alternative Assessment (SDAA) measures student achievement yearly.  This information is used to help in deciding appropriate course and grade placements.

 
CAREER 

Counselors present the programs of Matrixx, Job-O and Career Cruising which provide students with the opportunity to match their interests with a career. 
PERSONAL/SOCIAL 
Using the Effective Schools and counseling surveys the team is able to fulfill the needs of the students. Health Screenings are administered to each student in order to identify those who may need assistance. The Attention Deficit Disorders Evaluation Scale is provided for teachers and parents of students who exhibit behavioral problems. By giving teachers and parents interventions we are ensuring a conducive learning environment for that student.
COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP/RESOURCES
Our Partners in Education (PIE) play a pivotal role in providing the students with experiential activities beyond the walls of the school.  The PIEs offer incentives, tutoring, merchandise, and assistance with school functions.  This provides the counseling team the opportunity to utilize each partner in various aspects of our students’ lives.

The Future Educators of America from El Dorado High School work daily with our students in different areas of academics.  Their roles as math and reading tutors are essential in the learning process.  

El Dorado High School also provides free haircuts for our students through the cosmetology class.   
PERSONAL/SOCIAL
* Assistance League of El Paso(clothing)

* El Paso Employees Federal Credit Union(services)
* Golden Corral(discounts)
          * Sonic(discounts)
* Papa Johns(discounts)

          * Chick-fil-a(certificates)

* Prices Creamery(ice cream)
          * Pizza Patron(discounts)
* Cold Stone Ice cream(ice cream)
          * Starbucks(coffee)
* Border Patrol(speakers)

          * McDonald’s(discounts)   * SISD Police Department(speakers)         * Sam’s Club(merchandise)
* Live Wire Indoor Skate Park(discounts) * Kiwanis(certificates)
* El Paso Police Department(speakers)      
ACADEMIC

* El Paso Times(newspaper)
           *Fort Bliss(tutoring)

* El Dorado High School(tutoring)
           * Chick-fil-a(certificates)
CAREER
* El Paso Chamber of Commerce(Career Cruising)
All partners will be invited to participate in Career Day activities.
VOLUNTEER INVOLVEMENT
The Parent Volunteer program at Paso Del Norte is an intrical part of our student services and communicates between home and school.  All parents are welcomed and encouraged to be active participants in all aspects of school life through newsletters, brochures, teacher encouragement and student functions.  The following programs involve several parent volunteers.
* 6th Grade Mother/Daughter Program – First generation college
   Kathy Jewell (915)937-6216  kjewell@sisd.net              
* Parenting Classes – offered to PK-8th grades
   Irma Loya (915)937-6228  iloya02@sisd.net
* Counselor Advisory – composed of parents and staff
   Lori Montoya (915)937-6214  lmonto01@sisd.net

* School Improvement Team – composed of parents and staff
   Dr. Jesus Chavez (915)937-6202  jchave62@sisd.net
* Military Families Programs – focus on military transitioning 
   Terri Azcarate (915)937-6215  tazcarate@sisd.net   

FOCUS FOR IMPROVEMENT
The counseling team at Paso Del Norte continuously strives to improve the program by using the data obtained from the Effective Schools survey and counseling surveys given to students, parents and teachers.  The improvement of the following areas will enhance the success for all:
* Parent participation

* House Bill 158

* Alignment networking with other feeder pattern schools
KEEPING YOU INFORMED
It is the goal of Paso Del Norte to keep parents and the community informed of events that directly affect students’ lives.  This is done the languages of English and Spanish.  Through Internet technology, faculty, staff, administration and governing board are continuously abreast of updated information related to the school.
PERSONAL
* Open house

* Parent conferences

* Parenting classes
* Faculty meetings
* Parent Orientation (to High School)

ELECTRONIC

*Website

*E-mail

* Facsimile

*Telephone

* Public address system
*Power point presentations
*Call back system

PRINT

* Marquee

* Brochure

* Newsletter

* Agendas

* Calendar

* Letters






